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So great a democrat as Lord Bryce could write a few years ago that the people of England were then no
more capable of choosing their leaders than they had been in 1870. Why has education not been more
successful in producing citizens fitted to bring about a better social order?

‘The reason seems to be simple. We have never given any serious thought to education for citizenship
of a democratic State; we are not giving enough education nor is it generally of the right kind. Even our
University graduates have, by no means, always the qualities of citizenship. It is claimed that any University
graduate with a good liberal education should be able to apply his ppwers and his knowledge to the vocation
of citizenship. No doubt this is true in the case of those who, when their formal education is completed, have
the time and ability and desire to acquire the necessary knowledge. A man who has done well at Oxford or
Cambridge will make a first class citizen or politician, on one condition, that after he comes down he
devotes enough time to studying public affairs. But if he goes into business or a profession in the complex .
and competitive modern world, the pressure on his time is so great or his interest in public affairs so weak,
that in most cases he never does, in fact, learn enough about politics to form independent opinion of
his own.

Irrelevant learning, of however high a type, does not in itself make a competent citizen. A man who is
the highest authority on the use of the Greek particles, or on the latest theories of physical science, is not
necessarily capable of forming a sensible opinion about the value of the League of Nations; about the
relative merits of Free Trade and Tariff Reform or even of judging wisely the type of mnn who will make the

_ best Membver of Parliament or Minister of the crown.

Unfortunately, a large portion of our education is still completely detached from the problems of the
modern world. Experience teaches us that a man with a good general education based on languages or
science may be and indeed often is, an excellent business man, and at the same time a bad citizen. It is
notorious that great classical students or great scientists are quite capable of combining the best thinking on
their own subject with violent prejudice and complete muddle— headedness on public affairs.

The case we wish to put forward is this : that in the relatively simple society of the nineteenth century
when Government interfared little with the daily life of the people, indirect education for citizenship was
perhaps adequate. Democracy worked fairly well without much specialised training for citizenship, either
of the voter or of the statesman. Today things have changed. The political world is so complex and difficult
that it is essential to train man just as conciously and deliberatly for their duties as citizens as for their
vocation or profession.
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